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dant of the imperial family of the Liao or K ^'ta^ which dynasty reigned over Northern China, A.D. 916-1125, and was overthrown by the Kin. Ye-lu was the name of the imperial family of the Liao. Cliu ts'ai was descended fiom a son of Apoki, the founder of the Liao dynasty; his ancestor had a small principality near the celebrated mount Yi wu lu, situated near the present Kuang ning hicn in Manchuria, his father was a high officer in the service of the Km. Ch'u tseai was born in A.D 1190. At the time Chinghiz "Khan's army took the residence of the Kin (the present Peking), in 1215, lie was made prisoner. Chinghiz attached him to his person, and after having proved his capabilities, gave him the highest post in his empire. Cheu ts'ai accompanied Chiiighiz on his expedition to Western Asia. According to the Chinese annals, he acted also an important part as statesman during the reigns of Chinghiz' successors. He died, as the Yuan shi reports, of grief over the bad administration of the empire, during the regency of Turokiua, in 1243, ^ seems, at Peking. The Ji hia kiu wen, an archaeological and historical description of Peking and its neighbourhood, published in the seventeenth century, states that Chcu ts'ai was buried at the southern foot of the lull Weng shm, near Peking. In 1627 the temple with his giave still existed there, containing his marble statue and that of his wife. He was represented with long moustaches reaching down to his knees. In his biography it is also stated that ChiDghiz, when he first saw him, was surprised by his tall figure and his splendid beard, According to another statement (in a description of Liao tung of the Ming time), Clui ts'ai was buried at tho cemetery of his ancestors near Mount Yi wu lia, in Manchuria. This seems more plausible, and then there may have been at the Weng aliau only a temple and a monument to his memory. In another and more complete edition of the Ji hia km wen, published in 1774, it is stated that the name of the Weng shan was changed, in the reign